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remain in " provisional occupation " of Egypt In strict
theory the Sultan of Turkey was overlord, and the Khedive
his local administrator. The Sultan was paid an annual
tribute, and Egyptians were his subjects. In actual fact,
neither Sultan nor Khedive ruled, but Great Britain. The
British army garrisoned Egypt, and a British Consul-general,
Lord Cromer, previously Sir Evelyn Baring, managed all her
internal affairs. Cromer has been called the " creator of
modern Egypt". In some ways he resembles Dalhousie,
for his work was centred in improving the material prosperity
of the country, while he did not succeed in winning the sup-
port of the people for an alien regime,1 He first put the
finances in order, checking the wholesale bribery and cor-
ruption that prevailed, and lessening the burden on the
native cultivator. He stopped forced labour, which reduced
the fellaheen to what was not far removed from slavery,
accompanied by cruel floggings. He set on foot, above all,
vast constructive schemes to improve irrigation on which
the life of Egypt depended. Land that had been desert was
now irrigated and cultivated, and great dams were built to
regulate the flow of the Nile. Wjth Egypt itself thus becom-
ing not only solvent, but extremely prosperous, it was
possible to deal with the Sudan. The lawlessness of the
Mahdi's tribal rule made conditions there intolerable. The
Egyptian army had now been trained and officered by the
British, and in 1896, under the command of Kitchener, it
undertook the reconquest of the Sudan. The Dervishes
were defeated at Omdurman, and Khartoum, the capital,
was recaptured. What the Mahdi's rule had implied, may
be judged from the fact that the population of the Sudan
under him had dropped from 8 millions to 4J.
The French were both jealous and anxious over our
progress, and over the consolidation of Great Britain's posi- Trouble
tion in Egypt.   They wished to stop the expansion south- France
1 Lord Cromer, when he finally left Egypt after 25 years of devoted service,
had to drive through streets lined by armed British soldiers.